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% The School of the Americas i a militay training school for Latin American
soldiers located in Fort Benning, Georgia. Renamed the Western
Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation in 2001, the school has
been producing assassins, death squad leaders and human rights abusers
for ity work in Latin America since ts founding in 1946.

# Dubbed the School of Assassins, the SOAWHINSEC is a school that is
synonymous with torture and military repression for millions around the
world. Graduam of the school have a long history of pamnpanng inand

d violence and the suppr f popular
movements,Research continuestoturn up SOA graduate involvement in
human rights violations across the Americas.

& Around 1000 soldiers receive training at the SOA/WHINSEC each year,
‘where courses are being taught in Spanish. The institute is paid for with
U.S. taxpayer dollars, money for foreign military training that is authorized
by Congress annually.

F1n 1996, the Pentagon, under intense public pressure, released training
manuals used at the school for over a decade that advocated torture,
extortion and execution,

tAmong those targeted by SOR graduates are union rganizrs, tudent
‘workers, educator k for the rights.
of (he poor. Hundreds of thousands of Latin Americans have been
tortured, raped, assassinated, ‘disappeared; or forced into refuge by those
trained at the School of Assassins.

 The purpose of the SOAWHINSEC is, and has always been, to control the
economic and political system of Latin America by aiding and influencing
Latin American militaries. The SOA/WHINSEC is not an aberration of US.
foreign policy but a clear illustration of it. The map on the right provides
some examples of U.S. interventions in Latin America and the Caribbean.

% Countries with the worst human rights record have consistently sent the
most soldiers to be trained at the SOAWHINSEC. For example: Bolivia
during the reign of terror of SOA graduate Hugo Banzer; Nicaragua during
the Somoza family dictatorship; El Salvador during the period of bloodiest
repression; Mexico after the 1994 Indigenous uprising; and currently
Colombia.
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In the beginning of the 19th Century, the U.S. claims its right to mterve‘_ne in Latin American affairs to further 4

USS. interests. The “Monroe Doctrine” of 1823 was put to practice in 1846 with the declaration of war on Cuba

Mexico and the take of extensive territories including California and Texas. In 1898, the U.S. declares war on 1955-2011

Spain in order to take Puerto Rico, Guam, the Philippines and Hawaii. In 1912, Marines invade and occupy Invasion of Bay of Pigs by “anticastristas"
Nicaragua until 1933. Over the first half of the 20th Century, the U.S. interferes with internal affairs of Cuba, supported by the CIA and the U.S.. They were
Dominican Republic, Colombia; provoking Panama's breakup in order to control that strategic point- among defeated by Cuban revolutionaries.

other countries. This graphic shows some of the later interventions. After that, 49 conspiracies occured -
)] &

including murder attempts on
Fidel Castro-, economic
embargo, and propaganda
campaigns against the
Cuban governm

Guatemala o
1954
Coup diétat s organized by the CIA against the democratically-
elected President Jacobo Arbenz, which leads to more than
30 years of dictatorship, violence and repression.
£l Salvador

PuertoRico
1950
After witnessing the
threatening national
sovereignty
movement in Ponce,
Puerto Rico, the US.
takes drastic action,
deploying the
National Guard in
order to crush the
movement.

4

l=—1]
19801992 ==0,

The CIA played a fundamental role in the development of security
agencies from which paramilitary groups in El alvador emerged.

Halt

2004

Democratically-
elected President
Jean Bertrand
Aristide is ousted in
acoup and taken
by force from his
country by US. and
French military
operatives. Aristide
was the first elected
president in Haiti's
200-year history.

Dominican
Republic

1963-1965
The propaganda
campaign against

president Juan Bosch

ends with a coup
detetat. The US.
sends 22,000
soldiers to fight the
A0 @ constitutionalist
The US. uses the aftermath of a forces that are
devastating 7.0 magnitude fighting for the
earthquake in Haiti to further return of Bosch

militarize the country.

Costa Rica

During the Saadoran CiviWar the US. gave financial suppoto

more than 5 bill

@)
‘The war caused 75 000 deaths and 8,000 disappeared people.

The US. Navy plans to deploy 46 warships with 7,000 Marines to
Costa Rica under the guise of the "war on drugs Following
opposition and legal challenges by human rights actvists, Costa

Honduras Rica refuses docking permits for the U.S. miliary ships in 2011

2009

U.S. Army School of the Americas
trained soldiers overthrow the
democratically elected government of
Manuel Zelaya. While a repressive
campaign against the ensuing
resistance s unleashed, the U.S. refuses
to call the this overthrow a military
coup and undermines efforts to
restore democracy.

Panami g @

1964

N

January 9th of 64, remembered as*“The day of the martyrs* by some.
US. personnel slence the protesting voices against their presence:
and control over the Panama Canal. The results are 28 deaths, 300
injured and 500 arests,

1989

The US. invades the country under the

pretext of arresting Manuel Noriega.

US. forces of 27,000 soldiers bomb

the population killing more than
2,000 people.

2009

The US. announces the deployment
of US. military forces at seven
military bases in Colombia to
“conduct full spectrum operations
throughout South America' and
against "anti-US. governments" in
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Venezuela

2002-2004 _ @

In April of 2002 a coup d'état takes place with the
support of the US. government, President Chavez is able
to regain control of the country days later. Destabilizing
actions keep happening. The National Endowment for
Democracy, which depends on the U.S. Congress, senta
million dollars to opposition groups

1965 - 1966
During theIntervention fo stabilization”of the supposed anarchy that
started in the Dominican Republic the US. government ends up sending a
totalof 14,000 soldiers from different nfantries.

Nicaragua e
1981-1990 @
The CIA and the US. government finance and support with its
military the"Contras” that release a terrorist war against the
“Sandinistas” of Nicaragua. The “Contras” murder civilians,
bomb ports and spread terror.
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The CIA carries out an extensive
propaganda campaign against President
Joao Goulart, which culminates with a

eLeopoldo Galteri, who
was part of the Junta
that carried out the

coup d'état. Goulart had started a series of
reforms that limited the profits of
transnational companies. He also
nationalized a subsidiary of ITT.

1976 coup, was

The Us. Congress approves 1.3 o il A Chile trained at the SOA. v

billon dolas in assistance withthe gha gy e B ® Galteriwas de facto gy ®

majoriy for miltary and police o ety Presidentin 1976

support. More than a million Tolemddo I iy Pinochet with support of the CIA 1981-1982,and he On July 4th, 24 Uruguayan and Chilean political efugees that appear on CIA
peasant farmers have been forced a2 USTomet Argentina declared the cruel war documents are being kidnapped and tortured by inteligence officers from
from rural zones caused by scorched nnda Ttends hh et o 16761983 for the Malvinas Chile and Uruguay, as a part of the “Operation Condor’ defined by the LS.
earth policy of Colombian military Bolivia =@ vesident Salvador Allade aml Coup d'état by the Argentine Armed Forces with the conflict against ritain, A Department o Defense as‘Code given to persecuion oflft wing,

and paramiltary forces under US. 1967 AL support of the U.S. government. The regime ofterror  which cost the lves of communists and Mansistsin the Southern Cone”

o o ;uﬂr:: 'as ha‘ plor\ ofacruel produces 30,000 disappearances and drasticaslly 650 Argentine soldiers.

Che Guevara is murdered by the
Bolivian army with the assistance of the
Central Intelligence Agency.
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increases the national debt.
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